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It is with great pleasure that I have dedicated this brief history of Maugersbury Manor to Mr & 
Mrs  Charles  Somerville  Martin,  under  whose  guidance  this  ancient  historical  building  is 
retaining some of its former glory.

Chapter 1: MAUGERSBURY AND ITS MANOR

East and south of the town of Stow-on-the-Wold lies Maugersbury, 1875 acres in area and 
compact in shape.  The boundary runs south from Stow for a mile along the Fosseway to the 
junction with Burford road. There it turns west to the River Dickler which it follows down to 
Stow bridge on the Fosseway.  It then runs in a rough semi-circle, east, west and north, back 
to the north-east corner of Stow-on-the-Wold.

In Maugersbury there is not much woodland, but the largest piece, Maugersbury grove which 
faces Stow from the slopes of Icomb Hill, existed in the 16 th century.  The open fields of the 
hamlet covered almost all the unenclosed land.  The woodland beside the fosseway on the 
hill up to Stow was apparently planted by the Rector, after enclosure, in the late 18th century. 

Ajoining the town to the south-east is the park that once belonged to Maugersbury Manor, 
which  was apparently created by the 16th century, and has given a name to a street in Stow 
and to a 20th century housing estate.  It is thought this park between an avenue of stately 
beech trees, set in surroundings that leads to Maugersbury’s greatest treasure – the ancient 
Manor house.

This historical building stands in a rural Cotswold setting, looking west is the woodland view 
that flanks the hill to Stow, and facing south can be seen the picturesque slopes of Icomb hill. 
Looking to the east the wooded slopes of Adlestrop Hill completes a fine panorama of local 
views.

Adjoining the manor are the stables and other buildings that once belonged to the Manor.  
Today  they  stand  in  rich  mellowed  Cotswold  stone,  converted  into  residential  villas, 
surrounded by well kept lawns and rose gardens.  This beautiful spot is a typical unspoilt area 
of natural beauty for which the Cotswolds is famous.  One can visualise the Chamberlayne 
family, who during their 300 years of residence, riding in their carriage and pair of majestic 
splendour through Maugersbury  Park.

In January 1960, Maugersbury Manor was acquired by Mr Charles Somerville Martin.  Mr Martin 
and his family reside in the  West Wing.  A room of great splendour and character is the 
lounge. This room was formerly the library, and is fully panelled in dark oak. It appears to be 
in its original state and is truly a fine  example of Jacobean workmanship. 

Leading from this room one of two fine Jacobean staircases, in excellent condition, and one 
of the prides of this historical house.  The former reading room has been converted into a 
study.  The music room was demolished (it is believed it was removed sometime between 
1947 to 1959, the room is evident in the ‘here and now’ photos on the M21 website).  

It is interesting to note that a commemorative stone weighing some four cwt is inscribed Jos 
Chamberlayne,  April  13th 1832.   Mr  Martin  has  extended the west  wing  by dining  a  new 
kitchen, all in  keeping with the character of the building.



Chapter 2: THE FOUNDING OF MAUGERSBURY MANOR:

Evesham  Abbey  claimed  to  have  received  Stow,  Maugersbury  and  Donnington  from  King 
Coenred in  708,  and Maugersbury (the only  one likely  to have existed at  the time) was 
amongst the villages that Bishop Ecgwine said he had acquired for Evesham. 

A grant to the Abbey by King Offa in 779 appears to be of Donnington.  Maugersbury was given 
in 949 by King Edred to his miles Wulfric, but later it was part of Evesham’s estae again, 
perhaps by grant from King Ethelred.  

In  1086  Maugersbury  and  Stow  apparently  formed  one  unit  of  the  abbeys  estate  while 
Donnington was included with Broadwell Manor.  In the 12th century Maugersbury Manor was 
assigned to the abbeys chamber, rents from Stow went to the infirmary, and market profits to 
the kitchen. The Abbey was granted free warren in Donnington,  Maugersbury and Stow in 
1251, and by 1276 had assie of bread and ale.

In 1547 Maugersbury Manor and tithe portion there were granted to Sir Richard Lee, who in  
1548 sold the property to Sir Rowland Hill and Thomas Leigh.  They added former chantry and 
other freehold land to the Manor, and in 1598 Rowland Leigh, Thomas’s eldest son, sold the 
estate, the ultimate purchaser being Edward Chamberlayne who had also acquired the so 
called manor of Stow-on-the-Wold. 

No estate was described as Stow Manor until after the dissolution when  the manor of Stow 
with the market and fairs and a pension from the rectory was granted in 1547 to Thomas  
Seymour of Sudeley, and subquently to the Earl of Warwick who was licensed in 1549 to sell 
the estate to George Willoughby of Netherton (Worcs). Willoughby (d.1550) was succeeded by 
his infant son Henry. 

In 1580 Thomas Willoughby of Little Comberton (Worcs) sold the Manor to Rowland Leigh, who 
in the same year leased the Manor to his Mother and sold the freehold to James White, a 
London silk-weaver.  

In 1603 White sold the Manor, which comprised various rights, profits and rents but no land 
other than waste, to Edmund Chamberlayne.  The Chamberlayne family retained both manors 
until  the end of the 19th Century.  Edmund Chamberlayne, the second son of Sir  Thomas 
Chamberlayne of Prestbury, died in 1634, and was succeeded by his son and heir John, who 
married  a  daughter  of  Sir  William  Leigh,  of  longborough.   John  Chamberlayne  suffered 
financially during the Civil  Wars  as  enforced host  to passing troops, and afterwards as  a 
royalist supporter.  He died in  1668: his son and heir John (d.1683) was succeeded in turn by  
a son Edward (d.1755), who married a daughter of James Brydges, Lord Chandos (d.1714) and 
was sheriff in 1707. 

Edmunds son and heir, another Edmund (d.1774) married one of the co-heirs of Sir Robert 
Atkyns, nephew of the Revd. John Chamberlayne (d.1786) and John by his son Edmund John, 
sheriff of Gloucestershire in 1805, who dying childless in 1831 was succeeded by his sisters 
son, John Chamberlayne Ackerly.  Ackerly changed his surname to Chamberlayne, and was 
succeeded  in  1874  by  his  second  cousin,  Henry  Ingles,  who  having  taken  the  additional 
surname of Chamberlayne was sheriff in 1884. 

The manor was sold circa 1900 to John Henry Hewitt, and passed to his daughter Mrs Thomas 
Stubb-Hewitt  in  the 1920’s.   After  300 years  continuous  occupation  by the Lords  of  the 



Manors, Maugersbury Manor was let, and in the 1930’s the whole estate was split up. The 
Manorial rights (and  particular the right to a toll  from annual fairs) were bought by Mr  
Kenneth de Courcy of North Cerney, who was Lord of the Manors but owned no land in the 
Parish in 1969.

Chapter 3: THE PRESENT MANOR HOUSE:

Maugersbury Manor is a large L shaped house of rubble with a Cotswold stone roof.  The house 
has been altered at several dates, and it may be on a site of Evesham Abbeys house In 1402.
It is likely, however, that a completely new house was begun in the later 16th century, for a 
lease of the Manor of the Manor 1568 provided that the tenant should build a house at least 
36ft. by 18ft. 

From 1658 the house was greatly enlarged, and the building of this period is most of what 
remained in 1969.  The three storied porch in the middle of the south-west wing, facing west  
is entered through a 13th century doorway removed in 1865 from a  house in Digbeth Street, 
Stow-on-the-Wold. (The house referred to in now occupied by Mr W R Buffery). 

The moulded 13th century doorway in  gothic  style,  formerly  stood on a site of  a former 
Malthouse.  This property was probably called Sandford’s  Great place, after the 16 th century 
owners.

In the early 18th century when the Inns of Stow-on-the-Wold were first recorded, there is 
mention of the ‘Bull’ in the house called sandfords great place.  It would appear, however, 
that the once graceful 13th century doorway could have been the entrance to the ‘Bull’. 
Joseph Chamberlayne in preserving this magnificent doorway by adding it  to Maugersbury 
Manor gave the house a touch of character. 

In the 18th century the Manor was altered, the roof raised, and segment windows inserted 
under the eaves to replace the earlier gables.  Sash windows were also inserted in  place of 
the large two storied window of the hall.  On the south side of the north-west wing are two 
massive buttresses with 18th century and 19th century panelling.

 
Chapter 4: MAUGERSBURY MANOR 7 ITS ASSOCIATIONS:

Maugersbury had its own Manor courts, from which court rolls survive for 1355-6, 1399-1404, 
1497-1508 and 1511, there are also court orders for 1548-61 and a court book for 1562-72.  
Later  records  of  Manorial  organisation  in  Maugersbury  have  not  been  discovered,  and 
probably there was none after enfranchisement of the copyholders of 1632.
 
The Manors  weights  and  measures  survived  in  1969,  in  1830  they  were used  by Admiral 
Chamberlayne,  who  entered  Westminster  Abbey  carrying  then  crying  ‘make  way  for  the 
weights and measures of Maugersbury’ , to get view of William IV’s  coronation.

A common fishery was in 1373 held of Maugersbury Manor by the whole village.  It  was 
perhaps in the brook below the village, fishing in which was subject to control by the Manor 
court in the 16th century.

In 1291 a mill in Maugersbury belonged to the Abbeys chamberlain, and in 1373 Hyde Mill was 
one of two belonging to the Chamberlain.  In 1401 and 1539 Hyde Mill  was held with half 



yardland as copyhold of Maugersbury Manor, but was subsequently severed from the Manor 
and owned in 1766 (as in 1792 and 1815) by the Horseman family.

In the part of maugersbury between the Fosseway and the River Dickler (area known since 
the 11th century as the Hide) are Hide Mill, which was largely built in the 20th century, and 
Hide farm built in the late 18th century.  Further south is small 19th century farm house, and 
near  the  Fosseway  is  the  Fosse  Guest  house  (formerly  Hyde  House)  which  Henry  Ingles 
Chamberlayne built for himself in 1900 when he sold the Manor, nearby, in the angle between 
the Fosseway and the Burford road, is an 18th century Inn, The Farmers Arms, (known locally 
as ‘The Foot’), presumably the ale house for which a recognizance was taken in 1755.

North of The Farmers Arms and east of the fosseway is the Retreat pleasure gardens made 
circa 1800 to include the spring known as St. Edwards well.  The gardens appear to have been 
used in connection with the attempt to popularise Stow as a resort; a wooded walk leads 
down the hill  from the town, passing under the road from the Fosseway to Maugersbury 
village by a bridge that has given that road the name of The Arches.  The spring, known as 
variously as Holy Well and St. Edwards Well in 1766, was reputedly beneficial to weak eyes.

As written in 1969 by L C Dowdeswell


