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Initial Observation 
An upright stone stands 0.8m proud of the ground on a slightly elevated terrace in the NW 
corner of the pasture field called Truby Lays in the village of Maugersbury. To the south of 
the stone the pasture slopes down to a stream in the valley bottom. There are pronounced 
ridge and furrow markings in the grass running N-S down the slope which appear to curve 
round to avoid the stone and its immediate vicinity. The surface of three stones sit in the turf 
to the north of the upright stone.  The gate in the nearby northern boundary of the field 
opens onto a road beyond which, in another field, are numerous building platforms of the 
earlier part of the village. 
 
The stone is not marked on Ordnance Survey or Historic Environment maps although there 
are others in the village, some of which are. Collectively, these stones are known locally as 
the “Sarsden Stones” (sic), although this may be a relatively recent nomination by a local 
enthusiast. 
 
OS Grid Ref: SP 19887 25018 
 
See Appendices regarding Victoria County History, Historic Environment Record on this and 
the other stones in the village. 
 

Method 
The turf was removed to a depth of 10cm in four separate 1m x 1m squares and the cleaned 
trenches were drawn and photographed. Both the drawings and the photographs are 
included below. 
 

Conclusion 
The superficial exploration detailed below identified several other large stones arranged in 
possible alignments which warrant further, more detailed excavation.  
 
It is proposed that a 6m x 2m trench is excavated to identify the depth of the archaeological 
remains. The landowners have kindly granted permission for this to go ahead in 2021. 
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Evaluation Excavation 
Four 1m x 1m x 10cm evaluation trenches were dug to establish whether there might be 
evidence of a structure. 
 
The site is on sloping ground so, as permission was granted to only remove the turf to a 
depth of 10cm the base of each trench follows the surface contour. 

 

Site Plan 
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Trench plans 

  
Trench A Trench B 
 

  
Trench C Trench D 
 
 
All drawings are at the same orientation. 
Stones marked ‘b’ in trenches B, C and D show significant reddening due to burning. 
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The Site 

 
Photo taken earlier in the year showing the upright stone and three other stones visible 
through the turf running northwards. Photo taken from S looking N. 

Trench A 

 
From W looking E 
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From NW showing upright stone and cleared larger stone 
 

 
From W looking E 
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Trench B 

 
From W looking E 
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Trenches A and a showing possible alignment  
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Trench C 

 
From S to N 
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Trench D 

 
From W to E 

 
From N looking S showing curving from line of alignment. 
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Finds 
As previously noted, the excavation was limited in depth to 10cm so finds are here only 
recorded for completeness. 
 

Trench A 

2 post mediaeval blue ceramic sherds 
Burnt limestone 
Modern chain (left in situ) 
 

Trench B 
 

Bone fragment 
Post mediaeval glazed ceramic fragment (tile?) 
2 pieces fine glass 
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Trench C 
 

Post mediaeval glazed ceramic bowl sherd 
Roof nail 
2 shards brown patterned post mediaeval ceramic 
Small lump of pink granite (possible roadstone) 
Charcoal fragment 
 

Trench D 
 No finds 
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Appendix 1 
 

From Victoria County History Vol 6 (1965) 
 
Only ½ mile south-east from the centre of the town, Maugersbury village lies on a 
south-facing slope nearly 200 ft.above the bottom of the valley it overlooks. The 
village seems to have been built round the upper end of a green that stretched down 
towards the stream in the valley. (fn. 78) Two large upright stones in fields south of 
the village may once have marked the green's edges. Inclosure in 1766 and 
subsequent rebuilding has reorientated the village so that it now focuses partly on a 
group of larger houses near the road leading to the manor-house on the edge of the 
park that separates Maugersbury and Stow, partly on the point at the top of the 
village where roads from the Foss Way, from Stow (called Churchway in 1506), (fn. 
79) from Oddington, and from Icomb (this road has become little more than a 
footpath on Icomb Hill) all meet. The cottages and smaller houses of the village were 
mostly rebuilt c. 1800 through the efforts of the lord of the manor, Edmund John 
Chamberlayne, (fn. 80) who seems to have intended to make Maugersbury (in a 
modest way) a 'model' village, of which the most striking survival is the Crescent, a 
semi-circular building with an internal diameter of 48 ft. containing 4 small cottages 
and a schoolroom. (fn. 81) The village appears to have changed little in size between 
1327 and 1931, for it had from 20 to 30 families or households in 1327, (fn. 82) 1381, 
(fn. 83) 1608, (fn. 84) 1671, (fn. 85) 1821, and 1931. (fn. 86) The building of new 
houses before and after the Second World War and the conversion of barns and 
stables have increased the size of the village by about half. 
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http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/glos/vol6/pp142-165#fnn78
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/glos/vol6/pp142-165#fnn79
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/glos/vol6/pp142-165#fnn79
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/glos/vol6/pp142-165#fnn80
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/glos/vol6/pp142-165#fnn81
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/glos/vol6/pp142-165#fnn82
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/glos/vol6/pp142-165#fnn83
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/glos/vol6/pp142-165#fnn84
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/glos/vol6/pp142-165#fnn85
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/glos/vol6/pp142-165#fnn86


Appendix 2 

Gloucester County Council  
Historic Environment Records for 3 stones 
 

HER 5788 DESCRIPTION:- 
Boundary Stone, limestone, date unknown. Thought to mark the edge of the former 
village green. {Source Work 951.} 
There are two other possible boundary stones close by (SMR 5789 and SMR 26454). 
They may be of early origin, possibly Saxon boundary stones. {Source Work 484.} 
 
HER 5789 DESCRIPTION:- 
Boundary Stone, limestone, date unknown. Thought to mark the edge of the former 
village green. {Source Work 951.} 
There are two other possible boundary stones close by (SMR 5788 and SMR 26454). 
They may be of early origin, possibly Saxon boundary stones. {Source Work 484.} 
 
HER 26454 DESCRIPTION:- 
One of three boundary stones (the others are recorded in SMR 5788 and SMR 5789) 
located to the south of Maugersbury village, the date of which are unknown. They 
may be of early origin, possibly Saxon boundary stones. {Source Work 484.} 
At least two of the stones are thought to mark the edge of the former village green. 
{Source Work 951.} 
This stone is the only one of the three which is marked on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
edition Ordnance Survey maps of c. 1880, c. 1900 and c. 1925. (Source Works 5134, 
5136 and 5138.} 
The stone is now adorned with horseshoes as a memorial to a horse which belonged 
to a previous owner of Sardsen House {Source Work 484.} 

 
 
HER 5788 is the subject of this report 
HER 5789 is the stone now situated in the garden of Upsilon House 
HER 26454 is the stone in the garden of Sarsden House 
 
Source Work 951 is the Victoria County History 1965 
Source Work 484 refers to unpublished “grey” material in their files. The principal source in 
this case appears to be a letter from Jean Lobley, sent in January 2000 on behalf of the 
community group, which describes the stones and enquires as to the possibility of 
Scheduling the stones. The description for HER 26454 directly quotes her letter. 
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